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CONCEPT

The Falling Walls Foundation founded Falling Walls Lab in 2011 to:

CONNECT
DISCOVER
SUPPORT
DEVELOP
BUILD

TIMELINE

Master of ceremony: Martin Lampprecht

09:30-10 am Participant arrival and registration/ Jury briefing

10:00 am Welcome and introductory remarks

10:15-10:35 am Pitches (Molka Nasraoui - Sirine Aouni — Rawen Zaafrani -
Ahmed Mannai)

10:35-10:55 am Networking break/ Jury session

10:55-11:15 am Pitches (Narjes Bouguerra - Nadia Ben Aissa — Eya
Boughanmi - Mohamed Ouerghi)

11:15-11:35 am Networking break / Jury session

11:35-11:55 am Pitches (Syrine Chabchoub - Imen Difai - Chaher Dhaoui -
Sabrine Chtioui)

11:55-12:25 pm Networking break / Jury session

12:25 pm Awards ceremony / Group picture



1. Pr. Leila Najjar, Jury Chair
SUP'COM

Pr. Leila Najjar received the Engineering Degree from Ecole Polytechnique de
Tunisie in 1997, the Master’s Degree in Automatic and Signal Processing from
Ecole Supérieure d'Electricité Supélec, France, in 1998, and the Ph.D. Degree
in sciences from the University of Paris XI, France, in 2002.

She joined the Higher School of Communication of Tunis (SUP’COM) as an
Assistant Professor in 2006, where she is currently and since 2013 a Full
Professor in Telecommunications.She conducts her research activities in the
research laboratory Communications, Signal and Image (COSIM) of
SUP’COM. Her current research interests are in the fields of statistical signal
processing and signal processing for wireless communications. She
supervised several MSc and PhD, as well as post-docs. She coauthored more
than 20 publications in impacted scientific journals and 70 publications in
ranked international conferences.

From 2020, she is the internship Director in SUP’COM, charged of
International Relations and Partnership with Companies.

2. Dr. Sana Mami Kefi

Mediterranean School of Business (MSB)

Sana Mami Kefi is an Associate Professor of Economics at the Mediterranean
School of Business (MSB) in Tunis and a coordinator of the South
Mediterranean University Research Center. She holds a PhD and a MSc in
Economics from the University of Quebec at Montreal (UQAM). Prior to joining
MSB, she worked as a Consultant for the Development Research Department
of the African Development Bank (AfDB). She also was a Teaching Assistant
at the UQAM. Her research interests include development economics,
economics of immigration, household choices and economics of education.



3. Dr. Ahmed Debez
Centre of Biotechnology of Borj-Cedria (CBBC)

Dr Ahmed Debez is currently working as Associate Professor at the Centre of
Biotechnology of Borj-Cedria (CBBC) (Tunisia). He is the member of the
Laboratory of Extremophile Plants (LPE) since 2019. After completing his
Agronomics Engineer studies at the "Institut National d’Agronomie" (Algiers),
he obtained a DEA in Plant Ecophysiology and a PhD in Plant Biology at the
Sciences Faculty of Tunis, respectively in 1999 and 2005. He was recruited as
Assistant-Professor at the CBBc in 2011 and obtained his “Habilitation
universitaire” at the Sciences Faculty of Tunis in 2017. Dr Ahmed Debez
focuses in his research on the characterisation and valorisation plants native
of extreme (mainly saline and arid) environments. At the fundamental level, his
activities aim at unravelling the mechanisms enabling these unique plants to
thrive in such hostile conditions, by using multidisciplinary approaches. At the
applied level, the environmental and economic potentials of halophytes are
mostly emphasized. Dr Ahmed Debez has a long international experience,
especially with Germany. Indeed, he is a former fellow of both the German
Academic Exchange Service (DAAD) and the Alexander von Humboldt
Foundation, respectively as PhD student and later as post-doctoral researcher
at the Institutes of Botany and Plant Genetics (Department of plant
proteomics) at the Leibniz University of Hannover (Germany). Besides, he was
selected in 2013 as member of the Arab-German Young Academy of Sciences
and Humanities (AGYA). He has published 80 articles in International peer-
reviewed journals and 15 book chapters related to his research topics. He is
member of the Tunisian Association of Biotechnology and the International
Plant Proteomics Organisation.

4. Dr. Julius Dihstelhoff
Merian Centre for Advanced Studies in the Maghreb (MECAM)

Dr. Julius Dihstelhoff has served since May 2020 as Academic Coordinator for
the international "Merian Centre for Advanced Studies in the Maghreb
(MECAM; www.mecam.tn)", which is based in Tunis. He is also post-doctoral
research fellow in the Department of Politics at the Centre for Near and Middle
Eastern Studies (CNMS) at Philipps University Marburg. His research focuses
on Political Islam and German foreign policy in the Arab world since the so-
called "Arab Spring" of 2010/2011, with a special focus on Tunisian
transformation processes.


http://www.mecam.tn/

5. Manel Matmati
Industrial Company of Canned Food (SICAM)

Manel Matmati Is an Agronomic Engineer with 4 years of experience in
industrial crop production and transformation. Working directly whether in
technical assistance or production planning, she is in constant interaction with
the different actors alongside the canned food value chain.

Specialized in agricultural production, Manel uses that experience to manage
the harvest and transformation of the product within the quality standards.

By focusing on developing the food chain production in Tunisia, Manel has
been able to put the agricultural production degree to good use.

Over the years MATMATI has been a part of many Projects that directly
impact the community of crop producers in Tunisia by implementing innovative
techniques regarding Mushroom production in urban farming or sustainable
tomato production and transformation.

She also has a master in Biotechnology and Horticultural Genetics from the
Mediterranean Agronomic School of Chania, Greece; and had the chance to
participate in the Postgraduate training course, food chain in Agriculture in
Germany.

In her free time Manel Is a Nature lover and likes spending time outdoors with
friends and family."

MASTER OF CEREMONY

Martin Lampprecht

Manouba University

Martin Lampprecht, born 1976, is currently teaching German language, history
and literature as a DAAD lecturer at Manouba University. Following his studies
in Heidelberg, Vienna and Berlin, he gained a Master’s degree in modern
German literature from Humboldt University, Berlin. He subsequently taught at
various universities in Germany, France and Lebanon. While working as a
DAAD lecturer at the University of Aix-Marseille, he continued his studies and
obtained a second Master’s degree in film studies and documentary
filmmaking. He has been living and working in Tunisia since 2022.



PRESENTERS

Molka Nasraoui

National School of Advanced
Sciences and Technologies of
Borj Cedria

Sirine Aouni

Private Higher School of
Engineering and Technology
(ESPRIT)



Rawen Zaafrani
Higher Institute of Applied

Sciences And Technology of
Sousse Narjes BOUGUERRA

National School of Electronics
and Telecommunications of Sfax

Ahmed Mannai
Université Virtuelle de Tunis




Nadia BEN AISSA
Faculty of Legal, Political, and
Social Sciences in Tunisia.

Mohamed OUERGHI
ENAU / ETHZ

Eya Boughanmi
University of Tunis El Manar




Syrine Chabchoub
Polytechnic School of Tunisia

Chaher Dhaoui
Virtual university of Tunis

Imen Difai

Higher Institute of Applied
Sciences and Technology of
Sousse




Sabrine
Institut Supérieur de gestion
industrielle de Sfax
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