
4-7/12/2024MECAM’s Joint Executive Council and International 
Advisory Board Meeting in Tunis
MECAM's Executive Council and International Advisory Board gathered in Tunis 
to review the center’s advancements and plan its future activities in the 
upcoming year. Discussions centered on MECAM's present status, interactions 
with fellows, and the formulation of plans for its 2025 activities, aligned with 
established working formats. The meeting also included a visit to the Residency 
of the German Ambassador which was also attended by a group of fellows.
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02-06/12/2024 MECAM Short Visit: Prof. Dr. Hubert Zimmermann

Prof. Dr. Hubert Zimmermann, an expert in international relations from 
Philipps-Universität Marburg, visited MECAM to discuss the shifting focus of 
European and German foreign policy towards the Maghreb amidst rising 
populism. His presentation entitled ‘Inward Turn: European and German Foreign 
Policy towards the Maghreb in Times of Populism’ provided the audience with 
insights on international security, EU policies, and transatlantic relations. His 
analysis highlighted how global challenges—including the war in Ukraine, the 
pandemic, U.S. nationalist policies, the war in Gaza, and migration crises—have 
intensified European introspection. He examined how these pressures, coupled 
with right-wing populism, reshape engagement with the Maghreb, moving from 
development and democracy promotion to a more transactional approach. His 
visit is part of MECAM's Visiting Scholars program, which invites a limited number 
of researchers for short-term stays of up to two weeks in Tunisia, often aligned 
with academic events to foster meaningful collaboration and exchange.

10-12/12/2024
International Conference on “Food Feeding and Feedback” 
in Sousse, Tunisia
MECAM  co-organized the ‘Food, Feeding, and Feedback’ conference with the 
English Department at the Université de Sousse and Université de Gabès, at the 
Faculté des Lettres et des Sciences Humaines de Sousse. This initiative is the 
result of a collaboration between some MECAM fellows. The conference 
examined food’s role in art, literature, culture, and politics, addressing themes 
like identity, globalization, and inequality. Discussions also covered food’s 
impact on learning and its symbolic and representational use in language and 
media, highlighting its relevance across disciplines.media, highlighting its relevance across disciplines.
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Publications

MECAM Blog Series: 
MECAM Blog Space sur le TRAFO - Blog for Transregional Research:

· Alsoos, I., & Dihstelhoff, J. (2024, September 19). The Genesis of the Modern European State 
between Bourdieu and Weber: A Methodological Perspective. TRAFO – Blog for Transregional 

Research. https://trafo.hypotheses.org/52913

· Sabry, M. I. (2024, September 24). State–Society Relations and Sustainable Growth in Tunisia · Sabry, M. I. (2024, September 24). State–Society Relations and Sustainable Growth in Tunisia 
Post-2011. TRAFO – Blog for Transregional Research. https://trafo.hypotheses.org/52972

· Znaien, N. (2024, October 10). A Political History of the Contemporary Maghreb: From the 
1950s to the Present – Conversation with Nessim Znaien. TRAFO – Blog for Transregional 

Research. https://trafo.hypotheses.org/53280

· Mosbahi, N. (2024, October 10). The Scopophilic Pleasure of the Gaze in Asfour Stah. TRAFO – 
Blog for Transregional Research. https://trafo.hypotheses.org/53456

· Ben Khalifa, R. (2024, November 7). Crises and Transnational Migration in Tunisia · Ben Khalifa, R. (2024, November 7). Crises and Transnational Migration in Tunisia 
(2011-2024): Discourses and Practices of Hospitality and Rejection of Immigrants – 5in10 with 

Riadh Ben Khalifa. TRAFO – Blog for Transregional Research. 
https://trafo.hypotheses.org/53588

· Ben Mbarek, H. (2024, November 21). Le patrimoine culturel judéo-arabe de Tunisie : Une 
identité meurtrie et une diversité linguistique menacée – 5in10 avec Hala Ben Mbarek. TRAFO 

– Blog for Transregional Research. https://trafo.hypotheses.org/53716

· Dihstelhoff, J., & Schneider-Musah.(14. November 2024). A New Mini-Series Launch: · Dihstelhoff, J., & Schneider-Musah.(14. November 2024). A New Mini-Series Launch: 
Academic Freedom, Research Ethics & Knowledge Production, 14-21/11/2024 

https://trafo.hypotheses.org/53672

· Beltaïef, E & Dihstelhoff, J (2024, November 28). Academic Freedom in Tunisia: Historical 
Contexts and Contemporary Challenges. TRAFO – Blog for Transregional Research 

https://trafo.hypotheses.org/53789

· Bank, A. (2024, December 17). Understanding the Evolution and Challenges of Academic · Bank, A. (2024, December 17). Understanding the Evolution and Challenges of Academic 
Freedom in Germany: Insights from André Bank. TRAFO – Blog for Transregional Research. 

https://trafo.hypotheses.org/53966

MECAM Paper Series :

· Rigg, Joshua E. (2024) Market Logics and Moral Economies during Tunisia’s Shortages Crisis. 
MECAM Papers 8. http://dx.doi.org/10.25673/116703

· Ouchichi; M. (2024) Clientelism and predation in Algeria: public versus private sector, · Ouchichi; M. (2024) Clientelism and predation in Algeria: public versus private sector, 
MECAM Papers 9. http://dx.doi.org/10.25673/117612

MECAM Further Publications
· Alsoos, Imad and Julius Dihstelhoff. 2024. “Ennahda’s Muslim Democracy in Post-Arab Spring 
Tunisia: Synthesizing Political Thought and Practice.” Philosophy and Society 35 (3): 515–536

· Cherbi,M . (2024, September). Le Projet de Constitution de la Fédération de France du FLN 
(mai 1962) : une autre indépendance algérienne. Revue des mondes musulmans et de la 

Méditerranée, vol. 156, n° 2, https://journals.openedition.org/remmm/21521

· Ajl, M. (2024). Palestine and the Ends of Theory. Middle East Critique, 33(4), 611–634. · Ajl, M. (2024). Palestine and the Ends of Theory. Middle East Critique, 33(4), 611–634. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/19436149.2024.2404338
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3 – 5 / 9/ 2024
MECAM’s introduction week for its new Fellow 
cohort 2024-2025
MECAM welcomed its newest cohort of short-term fellows comprising 13 
researchers from diverse backgrounds for up to 8-month Individual Fellowships. 
The fellows kicked off their journey with an introduction week from September 
3–5, 2024, featuring visits, meetings, and academic exchanges. MECAM’s 
fellowship program offers an opportunity for international scholars to 
collaborate on research related to the Maghreb and MENA region. Our focus is 
on understanding and addressing cultural, economic, political, and social 
disparities in the region. Under the theme "Imagining Futures: Dealing with 
Disparity", MECAM is committed to research across five interrelated 
Interdisciplinary Research Fields (IRFs): Aesthetics & Cultural Practice, Inequality 
& Mobility, Memory & Justice, Resources & Sustainability, and Identities & Beliefs.

23 – 27/09/ 2024Erasmus+ staff mobility from Philipps-Universität 
Marburg to Université de Tunis

As part of the bilateral cooperation programme of Erasmus+ staff mobility, 
co-organised by MECAM and the Philipps-Universität Marburg from 23 to 27 
September 2024. The Erasmus staff mobility programme enabled Ms. Pia 
Wagner, International Affairs/ International Office of MECAM, to work with 
members of the MECAM Coordination Office, in Tunisia. The International Office 
discussed how the two universities could extend their cooperation beyond the 
Erasmus exchange and the Philipps-Universität Marburg liaison office at the 
Université de Tunis. The staff mobility programme has enabled members of the 
MECAM team to enrich their collaborative work in Germany and Tunisia.

26-28/09/2024MECAM at the 30th DAVO Congress in Göttingen
MECAM participated at the 30th DAVO Congress on “Societies in Transition: Law, 
Culture, and Politics in the Middle East” which took place in Göttingen, Germany. 
The annual DAVO congresses provides a platform for presenting research 
findings and fostering (inter)national networking. It is considered as one of the 
most important conferences on Middle Eastern studies in German-speaking 
countries. Several hundred participants attended this year’s congress. MECAM 
hosted a book table during the DAVO congress to share its mission and 
opportunities, while members and some fellows presented their research in 
various panels. The event attracted several hundred participants and is a key 
platform for Middle Eastern studies in German-speaking countries.

10 / 10/ 2024
MECAM - MIASA Roundtable on “Academic Freedom 
and Research Ethics: Exploring Dynamics in Ghana, Tunisia & Germany”
MECAM organized a joint roundtable discussion with the Merian Institute for 
Advanced Studies in Africa (MIASA) on “Academic Freedom and Research 
Ethics: Exploring Dynamics in Ghana, Tunisia & Germany.” This event was part of 
MIASA’s Public Lecture Series and aligned with the German Science Year 2024 
theme of “Freedom.” The roundtable brought together distinguished scholars 
from MECAM and MIASA to address the evolving landscape of academic 
freedom and research ethics across three countries—Ghana, Tunisia, and 
Germany. The event explored key issues surrounding the legal frameworks, 
institutional practices, and ethical considerations that shape scholarly work in 
these regions. The roundtable resulted in launching several blog articles on the 
TRAFO – Blog for Transregional Research, exploring the critical intersection of 
academic freedom, research ethics, and knowledge production.

23-24/10/2024

Research Workshop: Perceptions of State-Society 
Relations: Historical Perspectives on Communication 
and Control in the Maghreb
This internal workshop tackled the question of state-society relations in the 
Maghreb from a historical perspective. By focusing on the late phase of the rule 
of Ben Ali, the contributes investigate the interrelationship of communication 
and control between societal and state actors. The workshop addressed 
innovative theories and methods for doing research on these issues under 
conditions of limited access to sources. In addition, the role of diverse actors on 
the national, international, and transnational levels and their impact on 
state-society relations are examined. Comparative analyses embed the 
historical findings from Tunisia into the bigger picture of developments in North 
Africa and the Middle East more broadly. Representatives from academia, 
media, and civil society discussed the implications of this research, which are 
partly based on a project which was funded by the German Research 
Foundation (DFG) and ran from September 2019 until October 2024. The 
workshop was organized by Dr. Maria Josua, Research Fellow at GIGA and 
Publication Manager for MECAM.Publication Manager for MECAM.

5 – 7 / 11/ 2024International Conference "A Decolonial Mediterranean? 
Disparities, Imaginations, Power Relations"

MECAM held its international conference titled: "A Decolonial Mediterranean? 
Disparities, Imaginations, Power Relations". The conference aimed to bring 
together scholars from the humanities and social sciences across the 
Mediterranean—north, south, east, and west—to critically examine the 
Mediterranean through a decolonial lens, with a particular focus on the 
Maghreb region. Participants were invited to engage in thought-provoking 
discussions that challenged traditional Eurocentric narratives and explored the 
lasting legacies of Western European colonialism. The conference emphasized 
interdisciplinary dialogue and prioritized voices from the Global South, 
particularly from the Maghreb, to foster a richer understanding of the 
Mediterranean as a complex and evolving space shaped by its colonial past 
and ongoing challenges.

5 – 7 / 11/ 2024Keynotes series: Perspectives on the Mediterranean

As part of the International Conference “A Decolonial Mediterranean? 
Disparities, Imaginations, Power Relations,” held from November 5–7 in Tunis, 
MECAM hosted a series of keynotes by three distinguished scholars. The 
Rencontre Ibn Khaldun, titled “Perspectives on the Mediterranean,” featured 
diverse approaches, viewpoints, and ample time for discussion. In three 
keynotes, speakers examined the potential for decolonizing (writings about) 
cities, solidarity and revolutionary movements across the Mediterranean and 
Black Sea, as well as historical perspectives on (de)colonizing the French 
Mediterranean. The first one was held on November 5th as Dr. Mohamed Jerbi 
from the Université de Sfax presented the keynote Décolonisation des villes et 
des écrits sur les villes en Méditerranée méridionale : Comment intégrer le passé 
impensé / oublié ? The second keynote was held on November 6th as Rim 
Naguib from Berlin presented the keynote Solidarity against Empire: 
Revolutionary Paths and Ties across the Mediterranean and Black Sea. In the 
final keynote Manuel Borutta, Konstanz presented (De)colonizing the French 
Mediterranean: Algeria, Corsica and Occitania, 1768-1976.Mediterranean: Algeria, Corsica and Occitania, 1768-1976.

2-10/11/2024MECAM Short Visit: Prof. Dr. Moacyr Novaes

Prof. Dr. Moacyr Novaes (Universidade de São Paulo, Brazil) presented his 
research on “Colonial Mediterranean in Late Antiquity: The Struggle Between 
Diverse Language Levels Identities and Beliefs” during MECAM’s conference A 
Decolonial Mediterranean? Disparities,Imaginations, Power Relations”. Prof. 
Novaes, Principal Investigator at MECILA and member of several academic 
centers, explored how Augustine of Hippo’s works critique linguistic exclusivity 
and domination in knowledge transmission. He highlighted the colonial struggle 
between classical Latin and a popular Latin mixed with Punic elements in late 
antique North Africa. Augustine’s writings, such as On the Teacher and On 
Christian Doctrine, challenge the dominance of elite language and emphasize 
the value of popular expression. The presentation underscored how Augustine’s 
critiques offer relevant insights for contemporary decolonial debates on 
language domination and the empowerment of marginalized voices. This visit is 
part of MECAM's Visiting Scholars program, which invites a limited number of 
researchers for short-term stays of up to two weeks in Tunisia, often aligned with 
academic events to foster meaningful collaboration and exchange.

05-16/11/2024MECAM Short Visit: Prof. Dr. Heidrun Bohnet

During her visit to MECAM, Prof. Dr. Heidrun Bohnet presented on “The Realities of 
Refugee Work Rights: Policy Gaps and the Consequences for Violence.” Prof. Bohnet, 
an Associate Professor of Migration and Conflict Research at Universität für 
Weiterbildung Krems in Austria, is leading the ERC Starting Grant project “MixedRivals.” 
This project investigates perceptions of threat, inequality, and the risk of violence 
between different migrant groups in North Africa. She holds a Ph.D. in Political Science 
and International Relations from the University of Geneva, Switzerland. The 
presentation highlighted how previous studies often relied on de jure refugee policy 
data, failing to account for the complex realities on the ground. Using new de facto 
refugee rights data from Africa, the research examined how practical restrictions on 
work rights impact conflict. The findings demonstrated that implementation gaps 
significantly increase the risk of violence, emphasizing the importance of ensuring the 
practical enforcement of refugee rights to prevent conflict. This visit is part of MECAM's 
Visiting Scholars program, which invites a limited number of researchers for 
short-term stays of up to two weeks in Tunisia, often aligned with academic events to 
foster meaningful collaboration and exchange.

12-15/11/2024

Event week: (In)Equity in the Maghreb Perspectives 
for development

MECAM fellows successfully organized their first Event Week from November 
12-15, 2024, in Tunis. The event focused on the theme “(In-)Equities in the 
Maghreb – Perspectives for Development”. Throughout the week, fellows 
presented their research, which aligns with MECAM’s guiding theme: “Imagining 
Futures, Dealing with Disparities”. The discussions explored the historical and 
contemporary dynamics of development, equity, and justice in the Maghreb, 
spanning from colonial times to the Arab Spring and beyond. Key topics 
included green transitions, climate impacts, and resistance strategies, with a 
particular emphasis on southern agency and cultural preservation. The Event 
Week brought together researchers from diverse disciplines and backgrounds 
to collectively examine the nexus of equity and inequity in the Maghreb. The 
insights shared during the sessions highlighted how understanding the 
Maghrebi case can shape broader perspectives on equity in neighboring 
regions.

19/11/2024Arabic Studies in Germany in the Twenty-First Century: Projects, 
Curricula, and Challenges
MECAM, in collaboration with the Arab-German Young Academy (AGYA), held a 
Rencontre bn Khaldun (RIK) exploring Arabic studies in Germany in the 21st 
century. Dr. Christian Junge’s lecture examined key projects, methodologies, 
and challenges, alongside a German-language textbook on Arabic studies, now 
being translated by Dr. Anis Ben Amor. The Rencontre was moderated by MECAM 
fellow Dr. Sanabel Abdelrahman, the event tackled literary criticism and social 
media reception, focusing on Alaa Al Aswany’s novel Jumhuriyat ka’an.

29/11/2024MECAM Policy Talk in Berlin

The MECAM Policy Talk took place for the first time in Berlin, Germany, as part of 
a series of side events aimed at engaging policymakers, supporting informed 
political decision-making, and enhancing MECAM’s visibility within Berlin's 
political landscape. Organized with the German Institute for Global and Area 
Studies (GIGA), the Policy Talk included a discussion on the theme: “Solar, 
Hydrogen, Wind: German-Maghreb Partnership and the European Green Deal.” 
The session was held at the Deutsche Parlamentarische Gesellschaft, and 
moderated by Isabelle Werenfels, Chair of MECAM’s International Advisory 
Board. The side events included exchange sessions at the Forum Transregionale 
Studien and the German Institute for International and Security Affairs (SWP), as 
well as a discussion at the Federal Foreign Office. These events strengthened 
MECAM’s network and fostered collaboration with policymakers, ministry 
representatives, political foundations, and scholars.

Dear Colleagues, Friends, Ladies and Gentlemen,
 

MECAM looks back on exciting months (September to December 2024) that have 
been filled with events, meetings and exchange opportunities. With this 
newsletter,  we would like to give you insights into our work from this period.
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